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Traveller 
family are 
trapped 
on site by 
protest 
barricade 


EXCLUSIVE 

By JON AUSTIN , 

TRAVELLERS who want to 
leave Dale Farm before the 
eviction are trapped on the 
site because of the scaffolding 
barricade, it has been 
claimed. 

One family tried to leave yester 
day, but the barricade put up by 
protesters meant the «ot was too 
narrow to get their caravan out, 
according to a source. 

Council leader Tear Bail wud: "All ae 
can do is urge the** »tr> aay Um? su §► 
port the nstdeat* of Dale Farm to tafc* 
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Caravans park up on trading estate 
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Family can’t get past Dale Farm barriers as caravans park up in town 

Travellers trying to leave 
camp halted by barricade 


Fears over ‘breakdown’ near leisure park 


By JON AUSTIN 
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TRAVELLERS who wanted to 
leave Dale Farm before the evic- 
tion. could not get off the land 
l because of the scaffold barri- 

/ A man is understood to haw 

been frustrated in his attempts to 
leave the Crays Hill site 
He wanted to avoid getting 
caught up in the eviction, sched- 
uled to start on September 19. 

The man made it clear he want- 
ed his family to leave. But the scaf- 
folding is now said to be much too 
narrow for a caravan or large vehi- 
cle to pass through. 

There were some heated words 
between him and those organising 
the resistance, who refused to 

The man wanted 
to leave, but the 
scaffolding is 
much too narrow for 
a caravan 

remove the barrier to let hint pass. 

It is unclear if he was able to 
leave, or if his family is still 
trapped at the site. 

It has raised concerns about 
whether fire engines and ambu- 
lances would be able to enter the 
camp, where two people died in a 
mobile home blaze in 2005. 

Council leader Tony Ball said: 

It is ironic a traveller who wants 



' ParkSd UP - traVelterS Basildon's FestivaiTS^^ 


to leave Dale Farm appeared to be 
imprisoned by those who claim to 
be defending the residents 

d0 is urge those who 
55?^ su l ) l )ort the residents of 
Dale Farm to take down this scaf- 
folding now and allow the genuine 

hmtonce t '° leaVethesitew,thout 
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Basildon Labour leader’s shame 
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°ne wanted to leave' tht hf. any ‘ 
could be moved nr tlu barr ters 
are able to leare the she" 0 Pe ° Ple 
Al1 Esse * Police spokesman 


A GROUP of Irish travellers 
set up a makeshift camp in 
Basildon yesterday 
afternoon. 

Eleven caravans were spotted 
near Festival Leisure Park 
yesterday afternoon. The 
group, from Sligo in Ireland, 
said they were on their 
holidays and had broken 
down. Then' was speculation 
they could be linked to Dale 
Farm, but they denied this. 

A man in his thirties, who 
would not be named, said: 
“We have just broken down. 
We have heard about Dale 
Farm though, and sympathise 
with them if they have been 
there for ten years.” 

An Essex Police spokesman 
said: “Police spoke to one of 
the families, who assured 
they would leave once the 
repairs were done." 

The group w as served notices 
to leave. 
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added: “We have been on the site 
every day. There has been no prob- 
lem with access during police 
patrols.” 

On Monday, the Echo reported 
f,!f^ n i SOme travellers were fed up 
vv Jth the protesters living on the 

m^ia S ri Wl1 as J the international 
media glare, and may try to leave 
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AN Echo storv 
housing needs of an i 
soldier has sparked 
outrage. 

We told last mon 
Private Alex 
lost three j 
Afghanistan, was 
sixth floor flat in Cm 
Mary. He told us the ^ 
so cramped he couldn't 

/Jis own kneJfon 
The story has been 
reported vn ihe waV 
media and Thurrock Co 
said vesterdav it is < 
everything it can to 
Private Stringer. 

Council leader John 
said: “We worked wit] 
family and health profe 
als to ensure we could 
him regain his indepen 
at home." 

Alex, 20, and 
Danielle. 19, were livt 
flat in Poole House. 
Road, before he was 
by a roadside bomb. 

The couple reques 
property transfer b 
they Ye been told they 
be able to have an 
erty for five years. 

At the time, a Th 
Council spokesman s. 
council was trying to 
contact with the cc 
rehouse them. 

Mr Kent added y 
"It is only today we 

received mi assess) 

the Army rehabilitate 

“Private Stringer cc 
his treatment at the i 
we are determined w 
comes Kick it will be 
type of accommodat] 
needs and deserves." 
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